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Dear  

[bookmark: _Hlk228189559]Community pharmacies: an indispensable health asset in Scotland
As xxxx party leader for the Scottish Parliament elections, the National Pharmacy Association Ltd (NPA), urge your party candidates, newly elected and re-elected Members of the Scottish Parliament to engage with community pharmacy in their constituencies. NPA members as independent community pharmacy owners provide pharmacy services which support reduction of health inequalities and keep people well in the community. The NPA represent over a third of Scottish pharmacies.
The NPA believes there are huge opportunities for community pharmacy to deliver expanded services for patients. 
Community Pharmacies are an indispensable health asset, a valuable part of the health system helping to cut GP waiting times, relieve pressure on hospitals including Accident and Emergency.
Community pharmacists are one of the most accessible healthcare professionals based at the heart of communities, particularly in deprived neighbourhoods. The majority of the population visit pharmacies to access healthcare services including medicine supply, urgent pharmaceutical care, support with long-term conditions, advice and treatment for common illnesses.
The profession can do more, with the right investment, to tackle public health problems and take pressure off other parts of the health service. Pharmacist independent prescribers are becoming increasingly prevalent across the network of pharmacies in Scotland.
Building on the existing services portfolio along with medicines supply function, there are major opportunities to expand pharmacy services which encompass, health prevention, medicines optimisation, common illness, long-term conditions, and urgent pharmaceutical care. The NPA vision Community pharmacies: an indispensable health asset (insert link) and Community Pharmacy Scotland Manifesto 2026 explain how this potential can be realised. 
If you would like to learn more about the positive impact community pharmacy services have for the health of Scotland’s people and hear of the challenges met daily by pharmacy teams please contact NPA Scotland Representation Manager Janice Oman at j.oman@npa.co.uk. 
Janice is available to meet at your convenience and to support your candidates to meet a pharmacy owner in their constituency. 
Your sincerely 
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Henry Gregg
Chief Executive

National Pharmacy Association Ltd
[image: ]
[image: ]

image1.png




image2.jpg
' NATIONAL
‘ PHARMACY
ASSOCIATION

Mallinson House
38-42 St Peter's Street
St Albans, Herts ALT 3NP

tel 01727 858687
fax 01727 840858
email npa@npa.co.uk




image3.jpg
National Pharmacy Association Ltd (1281757) Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. NPA Insurance Ltd (64269) Authorised by WWW n k
the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. NPA Services Ltd (303781). . p a . CO . u

Head and registered offices: Mallinson House,38-42 St. Peters Street, St. Albans, AL1 3NP.




